
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 
Friday, September 25th 
 
Secretary (acting): Amy Ramsey 
 
The WIFDWC business meeting was called to order by the Conference Chair Alan Kanaskie at 10:30 AM 
on Friday, September 25th, 2015. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
A motion to adopt the 2014 business meeting minutes without revision was made by Dave Shaw (then 
seconded). Motion passed.  
 
Holly Kearns reported a summary of the Treasurer’s report, including that there were 90 registrants for 
this meeting. She also reported that $720 from 48  regular member registrants and $1000 raised at the 
silent auction will go to the Student Awards Committee. A complete report will be included in the 
Proceedings.  
 
Stefan Zeglen confirmed that the 2017 WIFDWC meeting will be held in either Campbell River, BC or 
Courtney, BC, which will be the third coastal location in a row. A straw poll vote resulted in a decision to 
have the meeting in October.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
The Railroad Committee presented its slate of candidates for the 2016 meeting executives: Conference 
Chair (Paul Hennon), Brent Oblinger*(Secretary), Josh Bronson (Interim Program Chair), Robin Mulvey 
(Local Arrangements). Ellen Goheen made a motion to accept slate (seconded). Motion passed.  
 
Brief reports were then given from the standing committees.  
  
Allen Kanaskie was the standing chair, Kristen Chadwick was the interim chair and now chair of the 
hazard tree committee. The Hazard Tree Workshop is WIFDWC sponsored and will be held in October 
2016. Historically the chair of the committee is the chair of the Workshop, which used to be Pete 
Angwin. The Workshop consists of the chair, someone helping to get the local arrangements in place, 
three people working on the program. There will be conference call to discuss more details of the 
Hazard Tree Workshop. 
 
Pete Angwin resigned as committee chair of the hazard tree committee earlier this year due to ethics 
issue. Greg DeNitto offered an explanation stating that the resignation was due to the interpretation of 
a letter from higher up within the USDA Forest Service and it specifically affected Region 5 personnel. 
This issue also came up with the WIFIWC members, as to whether or not USDA Forest Service personnel  
can be on committees and it was determined that it shouldn’t be a problem as long as there are no 
financial issues. Kristen Chadwick had more information saying that the ethics issue started with a 
circumstance relating to the California Pest Council, since they lobby the state legislature, and since 
WIFDWC does not lobby, then USDA Forest Service personnel should be able to be on WIFDWC 
committees without any problems. Terry Shaw also added that a new letter was located regarding 
ethics, so things may be okay now and that the ethics officer made a recommendation based on an old 
CFR. 



Dave Shaw reported on the dwarf mistletoe meeting. Everyone had breakfast, discussed regional 
reports and noted that people are paying attention to dwarf mistletoes. It was reported that the Jepson 
Flora Manual says there are three species of dwarf mistletoes in California, but the committee does not 
agree. There still doesn’t seem to be an agreement among individuals working on dwarf mistletoes 
about taxonomic clumping and splitting. Work is being done to keep the Hawksworth identification 
system in place.  There will be an IUFRO meeting on mistletoes around the globe in Ashland, OR in July, 
2016.  
 
Blakey Lockman reported on the root disease meeting. 40 people were in attendance at the lunch 
meeting. Holly Kearns provided an update on the National Root Disease paper. Richard Sniezko 
presented his observations from Scotland of Phytophthora’s and associated damage. A discussion was 
held about the importance of long term monitoring of root disease nationwide. A suggestion was made 
to potentially sponsor a panel at the next WIFDWC regarding tools for mapping root disease. Gary Man 
mentioned that the USDA Forest Service deputy director will be retiring in November and that there 
needs to be a raised awareness of root diseases to the agency directors to hopefully raise the awareness 
of root diseases to a national level.  
 
Stefan Zeglen reported on the foliage and twig disease meeting. Approximately 40 people were in 
attendance at the meeting. Jared Leboldus and Will Littke presented work and observations, including 
cold damage associated cankers. There seems to be more diversity of pathogens and more interest in 
disease than ever before.  
 
Anna Leon reported on the nursery pathology committee meeting. She reported that basically, nursery 
pathogens are affecting all of us and there was some discussion of the difficulties in identifying soil-
borne pathogens. 
 
Alex Woods reported on the climate change committee meeting, which occurred on Wednesday after 
the field trip. Michael Murray began the meeting by talking about birch decline in BC, which was then 
followed by a discussion about bigleaf maple and pathogen behavior in unappreciated species. Ideas for 
moving forward include making the most of what already exists in term of monitoring systems and if 
climate changing continues with current trends, then we may need to scale back in details and try to 
establish some course scale detection systems. The committee was unable to discuss a response to Dave 
Shaw’s recommended climate change paper.  
 
Holly Kearns reported on the student awards committee reminding members that the student award 
committee members cycle out periodically. Robin Mulvey, Alex Woods, Harry Kope and Dave Shaw are 
current members. Robin Mulvey has been on the committee the longest and will be cycling out. 
WIFDWC members nominated Betsy Goodrich to replace Robin Mulvey and she accepted. 
 
The outstanding achievement award committee also contains members that cycle out every three years. 
Current members included Ellen Goheen (2015), Mike Cruickshank (2013) and Kathy Lewis (2014). Mike 
Cruickshank will be cycling out and Jared LeBoldus will be replacing him. Jared LeBoldus is a professor 
and Canadian, fulfilling the need to have academic and international representation on the committee. 
 
Another discussion was had about the timing of WIFDWC. All organizations and agencies face different 
challenges with meeting attendance. For US federal employees, October is the beginning of the fiscal 
year, but sometimes Congress shuts down in early October. Kristen Chadwick pointed out that the 
WIFDWC bylaws say that the executive committee will decide when the meeting will be held. The 



academic school year is different across membership, and Kathy Lewis suggested that the meeting 
should not necessarily be planned with regards to the school year. Fiscal years are different across 
members. Walt Thies pointed out that again, let the planning committee decide. Blakey Lockman 
mentioned that it’s increasingly difficult to travel late in the fiscal year. Then Greg DeNitto seconded 
what Walt, and basically Kristen said, ending the discussion on the time of year that the meeting should 
occur.   
 
There was another discussion about a joint meeting with the Western Forest Insect Work Conference 
(WFIWC) occurred. Mike McWilliams will check in with members of WFIWC about a potential joint 
meeting in 2018. WFIWC members were supposed to discuss this line item at their spring, 2015 meeting, 
but no one from WIFDWC has heard back.  
 
Everett Hansen initiated a discussion about having a Phytophthora workshop. He asked WIFDWC 
members about potential objectives, an agenda and logistics, with a commitment from Oregon State 
University to host. Dave Shaw suggested creating an ad hoc committee to plan the details. Terry Shaw 
suggested a questionnaire to determine the needs of the Phytophthora workshop. Mike McWilliams 
reminded the group that identification of Phytophthora species should be a key component of the 
workshop. Everett Hansen wondered if the group was talking about culturing and identification in each 
groups own lab, or how to interpret results if the identification was done by a diagnostician. Danny 
Norlander brought up the idea that the WIFDWC community may be losing old lab methods due to the 
ability to send samples to a more experienced lab, but maybe WIFDWC could sponsor a general 
pathogen identification training to get those skills passed on to the new cohort of pathologists.  Holly 
Kearns said that WIFDWC does have money to spend on a training and that there may be the ability to 
make money on a training. Stefan Zeglen suggested using the Hazard Tree Workshop model for training 
and establish a committee to plan the training. Melody Putnam said that the cost for a Fusarium training 
was $1500. She is connected to the Phytophthora community and knows of Phytophthora trainings that 
happen approximately every other year. Ellen Goheen volunteered to be chair of the ad hoc training 
committee and will be taking the lead on sending out a questionnaire to potentially interested parties 
about desired objectives and organizing the training.  
  
Kristen Chadwick pointed out that the bylaws need to be updated to include the extra $15 student 
award fee added onto annual meeting registration costs. The bylaws are currently updated through 
2011. Amy Ramsey will update the bylaws through 2015.  
 
Dave Shaw brought up an interesting conversation that he had with Gary Man. Basically, the WIFDWC 
community is not communicating with Washington, DC very well and we need to start promoting 
ourselves as necessary, relevant and solution oriented. Dave Shaw suggested that maybe the chair of 
each academic institution write a letter to the head of the USDA Forest Health Protection or the USDA 
Forest Service chief. Beth Willhite shared that the bark beetle working group developed a mission 
statement and that maybe WIFDWC could do the same, while also listing all the collaborative projects 
that WIFDWC is involved in.  Terry Shaw and Richard Sniezko suggested inviting relevant people working 
in Washington, DC to our meetings and possibly having them provide an overview perspective. Blakey 
Lockman mentioned that Gary Man offered some ideas on how to move the root disease paper up the 
chain and that he wants us to be successful. Danny Norlander suggested having more pathologists 
attend the WFIWC meetings each year.  
 
Nari Williams announced that there are some jobs and PhD opportunities at her organization in New 
Zealand. 



 
At the close of the new business, a motion was made to end the business meeting and the motion was 
passed. The business meeting ended by 11:30 AM on Friday, September 25th.  
  
 
 
  
  
  
 
 
 


